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DIAMOND GUILD AUSTRALIA ANNOUNCES 
KATERINA PEREZ TO JOIN JUDGING PANEL FOR 

9TH JEWELLERY AWARDS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SYDNEY 15 MAY 2026 – Diamond Guild Australia has announced the judging panel for 
the 9th Australian Jewellery Design Awards to be held once again in 2026.

Regarded as Australia’s most anticipated and sought after jewellery design event – the Diamond 
Guild Australia Jewellery Awards will be held for the 9th time in 2026 and will showcase the best 
of Australian jewellery design talent to both the trade and wider consumer market. The Awards 
are open to all jewellers and designers working within the retail Diamond Jewellery industry to 
test their talents across eight categories, each focussing on different aspects of the beauty and 
versatility of natural diamonds.

Each Awards year Diamond Guild Australia invites a panel of highly respected and 
knowledgeable experts from across a range of design disciplines to undertake the challenging 
judging process of entries received for the competition. Judges have included high profile talent 
from fashion, interior and industrial design long with an independent technical expert from 
the Australia Jewellery industry who advises the panel on the intricacies and skill reflected in 
the manufacturing of each entry. The breadth of design knowledge among the judging panel 
ensures that the process is objective, all-encompassing and distils the best design talent from 
the crowd.

For this year’s Awards event Diamond Guild Australia has announced that international 
jewellery content creator and aficionado KATERINA PEREZ will be joining the judging panel 
and immersing herself in the 9th Awards program during an upcoming visit to Australia in 
partnership with the Guild.

“We are delighted and honoured to have Katerina Perez accept our invitation to visit Australia 
and join the panel of judges for our upcoming Awards – to have a guest judge with a substantial 
global audience will elevate the Diamond Guild Australia Jewellery Awards to new heights and 
allow us to showcase the best of Australia Jewellery Design talent to the world.” Melissa James, 
Executive Officer for the Guild commented.

“We anticipate that this announcement will inspire many more jewellers and designers to take 
part in the Diamond Guild Awards in 2026 knowing that an international jewellery expert of 
Katerina’s calibre will be casting her eye over each of the pieces entered in the 2026 competition. 
We hope it will also elevate the standard of design and artisanship to new heights and show the 
world what the Australian Jewellery industry can produce.”

Katerina Perez will be joining respected industry figure LESTER BRAND as technical adviser and 
founder and Chairperson of Good Design Australia DR BRANDON GIEN who have been invited to 
become judges once again in 2026. 
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KATERINA PEREZ
JEWELLERY INSIDER

If you love jewellery, you may already know Katerina Perez – 
she’s the globetrotting jewellery aficionado whose passion has 
blossomed into a thriving career as an authoritative voice in the 
industry. 

With more than 400,000 followers on Instagram, you could call her 
an influencer, too, but as a jewellery insider with more than 13 years of 
experience in the business, her expertise goes much deeper than that.

After training as a gemmologist at the Gemmological Association of 
Great Britain while working for Tiffany & Co., Russian-born, Paris-based 
Katerina spent time at Chaumet, Asprey and Boghossian, gaining sales 
and management experience. In 2011 she changed careers, becoming a 
freelance journalist and content editor. The reason behind this sudden 
switch? The customers she had met only wanted to know about the carat 
weights and prices of jewels, whereas Katerina was much more interested 
in the inspiration, original ideas, craftsmanship and design. It was this detail 
she wanted to share with the world. To achieve her goal, she founded her 
eponymous website and Instagram platform in 2013.

As one of the first writers to bring high jewellery online, Katerina is highly 
regarded for her expert opinions on the outstanding designs she encounters 
during her travels. Her words have appeared in many titles, including Vogue, 
L’Officiel and Robb Report, and she’s often called upon to provide thoughtful 
introductions for books, brochures and exhibitions. Her favourite part of the 
job? Championing the work of talented jewellers across the globe. From 
established brands to fledgling designers whom she has personally scouted, 
Katerina shares their creations on her channels for her community of 
jewellery aficionados.

Katerina Perez at GemGeneve exhibition. 
Photo by Simon Martner.

“We feel very fortunate to have such highly respected experts of Design accept our invitation to 
our judging panel – this reflects the credibility and industry leading quality of our competition.”

The judging of the 9th Diamond Guild Australia Jewellery Awards will take place in Sydney in 
mid-August and will decide the finalists and winners of the 2026 competition to be announced 
at a gala event on 13 October 2026.

“To ensure objectivity the judging process is undertaken anonymously and against a framework 
of strict criteria to ensure a fair and impartial outcome rewarding the originality, quality of 
craftsmanship and wearability of each design. Each entry is scored out of 100 and the pieces with 
the highest results are named the finalists and then winner of each category.” James explained. 
“Our judges take their responsibility very seriously and really immerse themselves in the process 
on Judging Day.”

“We look forward to showcasing an amazing collection of entries in 2026”.
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DR BRANDON GIEN 
CHAIRPERSON OF GOOD DESIGN AUSTRALIA

LESTER BRAND 
LESTER BRAND JEWELLERY

Brandon is the Founder and Chair of Good Design Australia, Chair of 
the Australian Good Design Awards, and Executive Director of the 
Australian Design Council. 

He has spent the past 25 years passionately advocating for the value of good 
design to improve our social, economic, cultural and environmental quality 
of life.

He is a qualified Industrial Designer and currently an Adjunct Professor of 
Industrial Design at both the University of Canberra and the University of 
New South Wales.

Prior to establishing Good Design Australia, Brandon was the Executive 
Director of Design Strategy at Standards Australia, recognised by the 
Australian Government as the nation’s peak standards body.

He studied Mechanical Engineering at the University of Newcastle where 
he later graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in industrial design. He holds 
a Ph.D. in Environmental Design from the University of Canberra’s School of 
Design and Architecture.

He was made an Honorary Design Ambassador to Japan, an international 
design advocacy role organised by the Japan Institute of Design Promotion 
(JDP) and is a Fellow of the Design Institute of Australia.

This is the fourth time Brandon has joined the Diamond Guild Australia 
Jewellery Awards judging panel and brings an appreciation of technical and 
aesthetic design in its purest form.

For over 100 years, the Brand family have inspired and delighted 
customers with exquisitely designed and perfectly crafted jewellery.  

Lester Brand began his Sydney based company in 1992 and has become 
the leader in his field specializing in luxury diamond jewellery design and 
manufacturing. Technology is at the forefront of his success as one of the 
first to use CAD jewellery design software and patented diamond cutting 
and grading innovations. Our passion is bespoke design and creating unique 
and exclusive creations for lovers of fine jewellery.

Lester will be joining the Awards judging panel as technical advisor for the 
second time in 2026.
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Melissa James, Executive Officer Diamond Guild Australia at  
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